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• Conduct preliminary research and analysis related to energy and 

water use. 

• Engage the project owner and primary project team in a goal-

setting workshop. 

• Evaluate the proposed goals and performance targets for 

feasibility by exploring possible energy and water strategies. 

• Document how analysis informed – and potentially changed -

design and building form. 
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Working in a small group, define a common project type 

that some in the group are working on or that you are most 

familiar with.

Try to identify the LEED V4 Credits that may be the most 

difficult to achieve and those that may be easiest to achieve 

within the region. 

What credits are the most important to achieve?

Mark your checklist (Easy as “Yes,” difficult as “Maybe”)
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• Program Overview

• Program Incentives

• New Construction and Major Renovation

o Choosing an Approach

 Systems Approach

 LEED Whole Building Approach

o LEED Design Review Assistance

• Program Catalog & Applications

• Downloading the Catalog & Application

• Special Offers

• About our Designated Trade Allies

Agenda

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Program Overview

Program 

Overview



5

Program funding 

• Michigan Public Act 295 (2008): statewide “Energy 

Optimization Surcharge” added to all ratepayers’ bills 

to:

• Help customers save energy, manage costs.

• Help reduce generation, offset new capacity.

• This “surcharge” is rebated through the program as 

cash incentives that:

• Target specific energy-saving equipment and technologies.

• Encourage energy-efficiency building and systems design.

Program 

Overview
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Since 2009:

• More than $127 million in cash incentives has been paid to 

Michigan business customers

*As of September 2016

Program 

Overview

• More than 41,000 

projects have been 

completed
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Impact of saving energy

*Household data based on estimates from the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

*CO2 calculations based on U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guidelines.

Program 

Overview

These energy savings translate into 4 million tons

of CO2 not being pumped into the atmosphere

Our customers have realized 

savings of:

• 13 million Mcf in natural gas

• 5,000 GWh in electricity

• $400 million in total energy costs
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Program Funding Levels

• Funding gauges are posted and updated 

every week to provide real-time information 

on the Program’s progress throughout the 

year:

o www.dteenergy.com/savenow (below)

o www.dtetradeally.com (right)

Program 

Overview

http://www.dteenergy.com/savenow
http://www.dtetradeally.com/
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For a customer to receive incentives

• Qualified measures must be installed at facilities served by DTE

• Projects must involve a capital investment that results in an 

improvement in energy efficiency of a system or building

• The equipment installed must be new and meet the specifications 

spelled out in the Catalog

• For each site, there must be at least one meter that is on an 

eligible rate schedule

• You must be in good standing with DTE Energy and not be a 

Residential or Multifamily customer

o We have an agriculture program for those on a residential meter

Program 

Overview
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These do not qualify for an incentive

• Customers who self-direct (and have opted out of the program)

• Load shifting/demand limiting projects

• Renewable energy projects

• Power quality improvements

• Fuel switching projects

• On-site electricity generation

• Changes in operational and/or maintenance practices or simple 

control modifications that do NOT involve capital costs

Program 

Overview
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Program Incentives

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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The Timeline

Program 

Overview
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The Timeline

Program 

Overview

Reservation 

Application to Letter: 

4-6 weeks

Letter to Final 

Application:

90 days or less

Final Application

to Check:

4-6 weeks
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Three types of program incentives

• Defined measures and incentives for the installation of one-for-

one energy efficiency improvements

• Incentives average 20%-50% of the incremental cost

• New facilities or the major renovations of existing facilities

• Change of use projects

• Adding load

• Capital investment projects that are NOT eligible for 

prescriptive incentives may qualify

• Incentives are calculated on a case-by-case basis and are paid 

per-kWh/Mcf of energy saved

New Construction

Major Renovation

Prescriptive

Custom

Program 

Overview
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Project Reservations

• Reservation Applications are not required for most prescriptive 

measures, BUT they are highly recommended.

• It is required for certain measures; check the Application for 

details.

• A Reservation Application is encouraged for all New 

Construction and Major Renovation projects

• It is required for the LEED Design Review Assistance incentive

• A Reservation Application is required for all Custom projects.

New Construction

Major Renovation

Prescriptive

Custom

If you submit a Reservation Application, do NOT start your project until you receive a Reservation Letter!* 

*Could take 4-6 weeks to receive the letter

Project

Reservations
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Prescriptive Incentives: How they work

• Pre-determined measures with specific energy savings 

and cash incentives in these categories:

Prescriptive

ELECTRIC

• Lighting

• HVAC

• Miscellaneous

• Process

• Food Service

Prescriptive

Incentives

NATURAL GAS

• Hot Water & Laundry

• HVAC

• Insulation

• Process

• Food Service

• Boiler/Furnace Tune-up
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Custom Incentives: How they work 

• Capital investment projects that are NOT eligible for a 

Prescriptive incentive may qualify

• Custom Incentives are determined on a case-by-case basis 

and are paid per-kWh or per-Mcf

o Examples include:
 Heat recovery

 Lighting retrofits not 1-for-1

Custom

Custom

Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Incentives

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS



19

New Construction/MR: How it works

• New facilities or major 

renovations of existing 

facilities

• Change of use

• Adding load

New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction/MR: Incentives

• Systems Approach
o Pre-determined measures designed to optimize efficiency of individual 

systems
 Measures found in the prescriptive section of Application

 Lighting Power Density found in back of Application 

• LEED Design Review Assistance
o $1,500 for LEED project certification

• LEED Whole Building Approach
o Incentives based on three levels of LEED certification

New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Important Information: Deadlines

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

• Projects that are pursuing LEED certification are reserved only for 

the current Program year.
o If projects need to be extended into the next Program year, they will 

be subject to the new Program incentive levels.

• There is a 90-day reservation period for LEED Design Review 

Assistance and Systems Approach projects.
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

• You must complete your project by the date indicated on the 

Reservation Letter or by Nov. 30, 2017, whichever comes first

• Final Applications must be submitted within 60 days of project 

completion or by Nov. 30, 2017, whichever comes first

• Any incomplete Final Application submitted on Nov. 30, 2017, 

may be cancelled

• Any Final Application submitted after Nov. 30, 2017, may be 

cancelled

Important Information: Deadlines
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction/MR: Which Approach?

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Do you have an eligible New Construction or Major Renovation Project?

Apply for LEED Whole Building Approach Incentives

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Apply for Systems Approach  

(prescriptive) Incentives

Apply for LEED Design Review 

Assistance Incentive

Have you received your LEED 

Design Review Decisions?

Will you be pursing

LEED Certification?
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: How it works

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Incentives for select equipment (now 

found in the Prescriptive section of the 

Application – look for this icon:     ):
• Lighting Power Density Improvements 

(interior/exterior)

• Sensors & Controls for Daylighting

• HVAC 

• Process Electric

• Water Heating 

• Food Service & Refrigeration
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Advantages

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach:
• Is ideal for smaller, less complex projects 

(< 20,000 sq. ft.) without modeling

• Is suited for projects that are further along 

in the design process

• Encourages developers to meet 

performance standards in lighting-power 

density and HVAC equipment
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach: Timeline

Submit Reservation Application

Application Review
This may include a pre-inspection.

Complete Project

Submit Final Application
Application review will include a post-inspection.

Payment

Reservation Letter Issued
You have 90 days to complete your project and submit your Final Application 

Final Applications must be submitted 

within 60 days of project completion – or 

by Nov. 30, 2017, whichever comes first.

4-6 

weeks
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach: Lighting Power Density

• Based on watts per square foot compared to ASHRAE 90.1 2007

• Baseline broken down by building area type

• LPD must show reduction of at least 10% below baseline

• Limited to 50% reduction

• Requires COMcheck (more than 5,000 sq. ft.)
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach: Other Lighting

•Lighting Controls

•Tubular Skylights

•LED Refrig. Case Door Lighting
oNew Construction measures can be identified

by the       icon.

oSome measures 

qualify for the 

Michigan-made 

bonus 
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach: HVAC - Electric

• Air Conditioning 

Controls

• Chillers

• Chilled Water Reset

• Cool Roofs

• Heat Pumps
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: CA/Process-Electric*

• Compressed Air Engineered Nozzle

• VSD Air Compressor

• Compressed Air Storage Tank

• Industrial 3-phase HF Battery Charger

• Electrically Commutated Plug Fans

• Computer Room Air Conditioning Units

• High Efficiency Welders

*Not a complete list

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

Systems Approach: Food Service-Electric*

• Anti-Sweat Heater Controls

• ENERGY STAR® Refrigerators and Freezers

• ENERGY STAR® Steam Cookers/Hot Holding Cabinets

• Efficient Refrigerant Condenser

• ECM Motor for Walk-In Cooler and Freezer

• Energy Efficient Ice Machines

• Vertical Night Covers

*Not a complete list
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: HVAC-Gas*

• High Efficiency Boilers/Furnaces

• Boiler O2 Trim Control

• Boiler Linkageless Boiler Control

• Infrared Heaters

• Destratification Fans

• Demand Controlled Ventilation

• Gas Water Heaters

*Not a complete list

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Hot Wat./Laundry-Gas*

• Domestic Hot Water System

• High Efficiency Clothes Washer

• High Efficiency Pool Heater

• Ozone Laundry System

• Water Heaters

*Not a complete list

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Misc./Other-Gas*

• Greenhouse Heat Curtain

• Greenhouse Infrared Film

• Truck Loading Dock Seals

• High Efficiency Process Boilers

• High Efficiency Pool Heater

*Not a complete list

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Food Service-Gas*

• ENERGY STAR® Steam Cookers

• Ovens

• ENERGY STAR® Fryers/Griddles

• Vertical Night Cover

• Refrigeration Condenser Waste Heat Recovery

• ENERGY STAR® Dishwasher

• Pre-Rinse Sprayers

*Not a complete list

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Example
Warehouse

Lighting

• Total project cost....................

• Total incentives......................

• Project cost after incentives...

• Total kWh saved/yr................

• Simple payback.....................

$255,418

$136,025

$119,393

1,700,312

1 year

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Example
Warehouse

New space heating boiler, hot water heating 

system and process boiler (steam)

• Total project cost....................

• Total incentives......................

• Project cost after incentives...

• Total Mcf saved/yr..................

$357,000

$60,000

$297,000

4,000

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

Systems Approach: Example
Hotel

Guestroom energy management system

• Total project cost....................

• Total incentives......................

• Project cost after incentives...

• Total kWh saved/yr................

$8,800

$3,360

$5,440

1,200

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

LEED Whole Building: How it works

• Incentives are paid 

on the savings 

validated by GBCI

LEED Level
Incentive

Electric Gas

Certified / Sliver $0.06/kWh $3/Mcf

Gold $0.08/kWh $4/Mcf

Platinum $0.10/kWh $5/Mcf

o Depending on the 

customers’ LEED 

certification level, 

 Applicants must use a Whole Building Simulation energy model utilizing one 

of the approved software tools*

a sliding scale of incentives is offered (chart)

*A complete list of software tools appears on the Application; the proposed model must reflect the designed system.

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives



• Green buildings typically have a 20% higher 

lease-up rate

• Operating costs decrease by 13.6% for new 

construction projects and 8.5% for existing 

buildings*

• Building value increases by 6.8% for existing 

building projects*

40

New Construction

Major Renovation

LEED Whole Building: Certification Benefits

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives

• LEED-certified buildings are increasingly more attractive to 

corporate, public and individual buyers

*on average
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New Construction

Major Renovation

LEED Whole Building: Timeline

Submit Reservation Application
Attach LEED Registration documentation and reports from energy model.

Application Review
Reservation letter issued. Begin Work (within 30 days of receipt)

Complete Project (by date on Reservation letter or Nov. 30, 2016.)

Submit Final Application
Submit within 60 days of project completion; no later than Nov. 30, 2016. Attach all required 

documentation, including awarded LEED certification.

Payment Approved

30 days

Application Review 4-6 weeks

Once a 

Reservation Letter 

is issued, Final 

Applications must 

be submitted by 

Nov. 30, 2016. 

Reservations 

expire after 90 

days.

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction

Major Renovation

LEED Whole Building: Example

University Campus

LEED Gold Certification

• Total project cost....................

• Total incentives......................

• Total kWh saved/yr………......

• Total Mcf saved/yr..................

• LEED Points for EA1..............

• Total LEED Points……………

$185 million

$83,000

410,000

12,500

10 Points

71/100 Points

New Construction,

Major Renovation Incentives
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New Construction/

Major Renovation Incentives

New Construction

Major Renovation

LEED Design Review Assistance

A $1,500 incentive to customers who pursue the LEED 

certification split review for NC/MR projects

• Available upon completion 

of the preliminary LEED 

design review

• To apply for the incentive, 

you must submit a 

Reservation Application 

after your project is
registered with the Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI)
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2017 Program Catalog

and Applications
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New Construction

Program Catalog

Catalog

• Prescriptive specifications

• Custom specifications

• Agriculture specifications

New Construction/Major 

Renovation specifications
o Systems Approach

o LEED Whole Building Approach

o LEED Design Review Assistance
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New Construction

Program Application

Application

• Prescriptive/custom measures

• Agriculture measures
o Residential customers must use the 

stand-alone Ag Application

New Construction/Major 

Renovation measures:
o Systems Approach – integrated into 

prescriptive worksheets:

o LEED Whole Building Approach

o LEED Design Review Assistance
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New Construction

Application

Application (PDF)

Use it as a:

• Reservation Application

and a

• Final Application

NOTE: Funds must be reserved for all custom

projects, LEED Certification Assistance and for 

certain prescriptive measures.

We encourage you to submit a 

Reservation Application for all 

prescriptive projects.
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New Construction

Application

Application Contents

Systems Approach
• Integrated into the prescriptive measure 

section

• Find this icon:

Lighting Power Density
• Worksheets

LEED Design Review Assistance
• Worksheets

LEED Whole Building Approach
• Worksheets



The following items are 
required to successfully 
complete your Reservation 
and Final Applications:

• Application Checklist

• Customer Information Sheet

• All relevant Incentive Worksheets

• Signed Final Application Agreement 

(upon submission of Final Application)

• Supporting Information, including 

design documents and product 

specifications

49

About our

Application

New Construction

Application
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Electronically submit your 

Reservation Application and/or 

your Final Application

Automatically:
• Your email will be launched

• Our email address will be inserted

• The subject line will be entered

• Your Application will be attached

• Attach other supporting 

documentation

Hit “send!”

Note: check the blue boxes to ensure that 

your incentives have been entered correctly.

$1

$1

New Construction

Application
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Downloading
our

Catalog & Application

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Downloading a Catalog/Application

1. Enter dteenergy.com/savenow into your browser

2. Select Business at 

the top of the page

3. Hover over the 

Save Energy tab

4. Select Prescriptive 

or Custom

incentives the 

dropdown box

Downloading

Catalog/Application
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5. Click on How 

to Participate

Downloading a Catalog/Application

Here are the 

funding gauges

Downloading

Catalog/Application
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Downloading a Catalog/Application

6. Download:

A – The Catalog or the 

Application (PDF)

B – The Policies and 

Procedures Manual 
(PDF)

C – How to use the 

Application (“Review the 

Guidelines” slide show)

B

A

C

Downloading

Catalog/Application
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Special Offers
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Michigan-made Bonus

Now 10%

• Not all Prescriptive measures are eligible

• Custom projects are not eligible
o Look for the      check box on the Application

o Manufacturer’s affidavit* must accompany application

• Some New Construction measures are

eligible

Special

Offers
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Multi-measure Bonus 

Bonus is capped

• 20% bonus on multiple categories 

submitted on the same Application*

o Capped at $2,500 for electric-only

measures

o Capped at $2,500 for gas-only

measures

o Capped at up to $5,000 for electric-

gas combo measures

*No single category can be more than 75% of the incentives

Special

Offers
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Michigan Saves

As low as 0% financing

• Terms of financing: based on how 

much the qualifying incentives are equal 

to or greater than the cost of the buy 

down of the interest rate

• Possible rates:
o 0% financing on up to $50,000 for up to 24 

months

o 1.99% financing on up to $150,000 for up to 60 

months for municipalities and K-12 schools

o 2.99% financing on up to $150,000 for up to 60 

months

Special

Offers

The interest rate buy down amount cannot be greater than the total of the incentives awarded on the Application

Other conditions apply
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About our

Designated Trade Allies

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Designated Trade Ally

A specially trained contractor 

who knows:
• How to access our Program

• How to use the Application to 

maximize the Program’s benefits 

for customers

Designated Trade Allies are:
• Contractors, suppliers, designers 

and consultants

Designated

Trade Allies
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How to find a Designated Trade Ally

1. Type dteenergy.com into your browser

A – Select 

Business at the 

top of the page

A

B – Hover over the 

Save Energy 

tab

C – Click on Find a 

Contractor in 

the dropdown

B

C

Designated

Trade Allies
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2. Click on 

Energy 

Efficiency 

Directory link

How to find a Designated Trade Ally

Designated

Trade Allies
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How to find a Designated Trade Ally

3. You can then 

search by 

Location (city 

or ZIP) and 

Program Type

Or

4. You can search 

by Contractor 

Name

Designated

Trade Allies
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5. Once you narrow 

your search, you 

can view a list of 

contractors in your 

area

How to find a Designated Trade Ally

Designated

Trade Allies
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• Program Overview

• Program Incentives

• New Construction and Major Renovation

o Choosing an Approach

 Systems Approach

 LEED Whole Building Approach

o LEED Design Review Assistance

• Program Catalog & Applications

• Downloading the Catalog & Application

• Special Offers

• About our Designated Trade Allies

Review

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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Questions?

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS

How to Contact Us

Email: saveenergy@dteenergy.com

Phone:  866.796.0512 (press option 3)

Fax: 313.664.1950

Website: dteenergy.com/savenow

TA Website: dtetradeally.com

www.linkedin.com/in/dteenergysaveenergy:
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